
 Summer   Reading   Assignment:   6th   Grade 

 Welcome   to   Middle   School! 

 All   incoming   6  th  grade   students   will   read  Al   Capone  Does   My   Shirts  ,   by   Gennifer   Choldenko   as   a   required 
 text.   The   assignment   for   this   should   be   completed   electronically   and   turned   in   to   Mrs.   Bradley   during   the 
 first   full   week   of   school   in   September. 

 Al   Capone   Does   My   Shirts  is   an   award-winning   historical  fiction   novel   for   young   adults   by   author   Gennifer 
 Choldenko.   In   this   story,   the   main   character,   Moose   Flanagan,   and   his   family   move   from   Santa   Monica   to 
 a   new   home. 

 “  When   Moose's   family   moves   to   Alcatraz   so   his   father  can   work   as   a   guard   and   his   sister   can   attend   a 
 special   school   in   San   Francisco,   Moose   has   to   leave   his   friends   and   his   winning   baseball   team   behind.   But 
 it's   worth   it,   right?   If   his   sister,   Natalie,   can   finally   get   help,   maybe   his   family   will   finally   be   normal.   But   as 
 it   turns   out,   life   on   Alcatraz   is   much   more   complicated   than   even   Moose   would   have   predicted.” 
 https://www.alcaponedoesmyshirts.com/books/bk_shirts_s1.html 

https://www.alcaponedoesmyshirts.com/books/bk_shirts_s1.html


 In   response   to   reading   the   novel,   please   write   a   short   book   review   of   no   less   than   three   paragraphs.   You 
 should   give   your   book   review   a   title,   maybe   something   catchy   that   refers   to   the   story   itself,   but   do   not   just 
 title   it,   “Book   Review”   Yawn.   (See,   I   fell   asleep   already.)   Try   and   make   it   interesting. 

 Your   1st   paragraph   should   briefly   summarize   the   more   important   events   of   the   story,   6-8   sentences 
 maximum.    Your   summary   should   include   just   the   important   characters   of   the   novel,   basic   details   about 
 the   setting,   the   climax   of   the   story,   and   any   lesson   the   main   character   learned.   Don’t   retell   every   detail,   just 
 include   the   highlights. 

 Your   2nd   paragraph   should   be   about   the   strengths/weaknesses   of   the   novel.   Some   questions   to   consider 
 would   be:   Are   the   characters   believable   and/or   likable?   Is   the   plot   well-paced?   Does   the   historical 
 background   of   the   story   make   it   more   interesting   in   any   way?   Is   the   story   a   good   mixture   of   humor   and 
 suspense?   Is   the   novel   memorable?   Did   you   learn   anything   new   from   reading   it?   You   don’t   have   to   answer 
 these   questions   specifically,   but   use   them   to   think   about   the   book.   This   section   should   be   a   little   longer,   at 
 least   8-10   sentences,   but   no   more   than   12-15. 

 Your   3rd   paragraph   should   be   your   recommendation   to   other   readers.   What   makes   this   book   good 
 literature?   Would   other   students   your   age   like   this   book?   Why/why   not?   This   novel   is   the   first   in   a   series. 
 Should   students   your   age   read   the   rest   of   the   series?   Why/why   not?   If   you   didn’t   prefer   this   novel,   what 
 type   of   reader   would?   Last   of   all,   how   high   would   you   rate   it   out   of   5   stars?    This   last   paragraph   can   also 
 be   6-8   sentences. 

 You   are   not   required   to   include   any   images   or   art   from   the   novel.   You   should   use   Times   New   Roman,   12 
 pt   font,   double   spaced,   and   you   should   include   a   header   on   the   top   of   your   page.    Here   is   an   example   of 
 how   it   should   look: 

 Your   Name 

 LA/Lit 

 Mrs.   Bradley 

 Sep   2,   2022 

 “Tough   Times   on   the   Rock” 

 Al   Capone   Does   My   Shirts  by   Gennifer   Choldenko   is  a   story   about… 


